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Jam in, groove out
at Atlantis
Page 7 Page 19
Students Ruben Chipuli (from left), Constanza Burciaga and Homar Torres  climb the rock wall placed by the U.S. Army on the Student Union lawn 
on Wednesday during the Career Services Department’s All Majors Job Fair. 
To the top
mirTha e. cárdenaS/collegian
The Texas Southmost College board of 
trustees will conduct a public workshop 
and receive comments on the draft of a 
new partnership agreement with the UT 
System at 5:30 tonight in the Gorgas Hall 
boardroom. 
Despite rumors that some board 
members are not in favor of the 
partnership with the University of Texas 
System, the seven trustees took turns 
during a meeting Sept. 23, saying each is 
in favor of the partnership, which now is 
in its 19th year. 
“Let it be known that as a Texas 
Southmost College trustee, I am 
committed to the partnership between 
UTB and TSC,” Chair Kiko Rendon said.
Rendon said the only issue on the table 
is “a possibility of altering the structure 
of the model, but as Texas Southmost 
College trustees, we will fulfill our 
Partnership workshop tonight
By Alexandra Gracia
and Alejandra González 
Staff Writers
• See ‘Partnership,’ Page   4
Day of the Dead 
Historian explains
Senior criminal justice major David 
Belleperche has been living at La Estancia 
apartments for almost a year now. 
Belleperche believes the staff at the 
complex could improve its services.
In the Aug. 30 issue of The Collegian’s 
“What’s Your Beef” section, sophomore 
emergency medical science major Mathew 
Miller said he had a problem with La Estancia 
regarding maintenance staff walking into his 
apartment without knocking.
Asked about the incident, La Estancia 
manager Tammie Price said notifications are 
sent regularly to residents.
“We send out tons of [memos] to our 
residents saying ‘Hey, we are going to be in 
your apartment doing this, we are going to 
be there,’” Price said. “We give them dates 
and everything.” 
Price said Miller’s complaint was not 
something she wanted to see in the newspaper 
and hopes students are comfortable enough 
to approach management with concerns or 
questions.
“We’ve always told all of our residents, 
‘If you guys have issues, come and tell us,’ 
because we can’t do anything about it if we 
don’t know anything about it,” she said.
Complaint forms are available at the front 
desk. Price said only three complaints have 
been filed with the management since the 
complex opened eight months ago.
Belleperche told The Collegian that the 
management at La Estancia is “sometimes 
less than friendly.” 
“They are trying to get people in there, 
but, yet, with how they express themselves 
to other people by being rude or unfriendly, 






• See ‘La Estancia,’ Page 15
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Senior sociology major Mario Garza bangs his Mridanga, a drum from southern India, as he walks across 
campus on Sept. 14.
International beat
AlexAndrA GrAciA/colleGiAn
Health Education Coordinator Evelyn Castilleja prepares to administer a glucose test during the Student 
Health Services Fair conducted Sept. 27 in Cortez Hall. The department also distributed information on 




Freshman criminal justice major Fernando Flores plays the first round in the Pool Tournament sponsored 





55 Sam Perl Blvd.
(Off 12th St.)
TAKE 12TH STREET EXIT GOING WEST FROM EXPRESSWAY. 
GO ONE MILE. MOTEL IS ON RIGHT SIDE.
$49.95 PER DAY
• Furnished, large rooms, full-size beds




• NEW Beer and Wine Sports Lounge
• $500 per month double occupancy
• Flexible month-to-month agreement
• All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
• Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk
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The Student Union is reducing its 
hours of operation beginning today 
because fewer students are using it at 
night.
“One of the things that we found, 
that starting this past fall semester, is 
that between 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. you are 
seeing, at most, one to four students … 
using the lobby area here at the Student 
Union,” Student Life Director Sergio 
Martínez told the Student Government 
Association during its meeting on 
Tuesday
He said fewer students using the 
Union at night has presented a challenge 
to the Union’s staff.
 “Right now, we have one full-time 
staff member … and she comes from 
1 p.m. and leaves at 10 p.m.,” he said. 
“For us, as an administrative body, it 
imposes a problem because we have 
a full-time [student] who could [make 
better use of the hours].”
Martínez explained that starting 
today, the Student Union will be open 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. Previously, the building was 
open from 8 a.m.-10 p.m. Monday to 
Thursday and 8 a.m-8 p.m. Friday.
This change also will help the 
Student Union save money because 
less electricity will be used in the long 
run.
The reasons for the change, Martinez 
said “is to better the use of our staff 
members and the cost of maintenance 
will also reduce. … It has been found 
that if we are able to close at 8 p.m., 
we save about $132 for one day, which 
multiplies to almost $2,000 a month in 
savings.”
Other plans for the Union include 
buying new furniture for La Sala, the 
Gran Salon and the game room. 
Campus Police Officer Roman Ramos 
spoke to the SGA about the importance 
of community safety in UTB/TSC.
“This presentation is an ongoing 
effort to educate students, faculty and 
staff on the possible hazards and the 
proper precautions that can be taken,” 
Ramos said. 
He discussed types of situations such 
as personal threat of an assault, severe 
weather, bomb threats, fires, shooters 
or hostage incidents, plus evacuation 
plans and crime prevention tips.
Students may contact Campus Police 
at 882-2222 or via e-mail at police@
utb.edu in case of an emergency.
In other business, Joshuah Law, 
the SGA’s vice president of policy 
and procedure, spoke about the 
Development, Relief and Education for 
Alien Minors Act, which has been an 
ongoing effort in Congress since 2001.
“I was actually asked by students 
to talk about this. … I think this is 
something everybody should get on top 
of,” Law said.
Law said that about 65,000 
undocumented students graduate 
each year from a U.S. high school. 
Throughout their professional and 
personal lives, these students face 
many barriers and struggles, such as not 
being able to get financial aid, grants or 
scholarships; they are unable to pursue 
an academic career that requires a state 
license and many could feel a sense of 
hopelessness or helplessness.
“This [act] is bipartisan,” he said. 
“This is both sides [Democrats and 
Republicans] that want to work 
together,” he explained.
The measure died in the Senate last 
month but will be brought to the table 
again in Congress after the Nov. 2 
general election.
The DREAM Act would qualify 
undocumented students to be eligible 
for a six-year conditional path to 
citizenship that requires completion 
of a college degree or two years of 
military service.
The act will help students who have 
been in the U.S. before age 16 or have 
been residing here for at least five years 
before the act passes. If requirements 
are met, the students will then be able 
to apply for conditional status.
After the presentation, the SGA 
discussed problems regarding 
Resolution No. 13, which proposes the 
SGA’s full support of the DREAM Act.
SGA President Jorge A. Muñoz said, 
many students do not know about the 
DREAM Act. The SGA conducted two 
surveys on the act late last month. One 
poll showed that of 235 respondents, 
62 percent did not know about the 
act. In the other survey, 77 percent 
of respondents support the act and 23 
percent do not.
“A lot of the individuals that I’ve 
spoken with … do not understand what 
the DREAM Act is or what it does, and 
that is my problem with the resolution, 
not with the content, but with the 
process that it has taken,” Muñoz said. 
“If we pass this [resolution] … we are 
saying that 15,000 students are giving 
support for this act, and that is not 
correct.”
Senator at Large Karla Lozoya 
suggested amending the resolution 
so the SGA can start an initiative to 
educate and inform the student body 
regarding the topics and issues of the 
DREAM Act within one week. Lozoya 
volunteered to go throughout campus 
to ask students to sign a petition 
supporting the act.
Vice President of Administration 
Rosalinda Rangel made a motion 
to amend the resolution, which was 
seconded by Normalinda Reyna, 
senator at large.
The amended resolution passed 9 
to 3. Voting in favor were Michael 
Quiñones, senator for the College 
of Liberal Arts; Jennifer Espinales, 
senator for the College of Science, 
Mathematics and Technology; Senators 
at Large Jesus Calvillo, Reyna and Karla 
Lozoya; Freshman Senators Manuel 
Flores-Arguelles, Pedro Rangel, Ericka 
Rangel and Andrea Teran.
Voting against the resolution were 
Law; Jose Maria Uvalles III, senator 
pro tem; and Nancy Singlaterry, senator 
for the School of Business.
Dana Almeida, vice president of 
accounting and finance; Javed Paimam, 
vice president of historical archives; 
and Daniel Vela, senator for the College 
of Education, were not present during 
the vote. 
Student Union trims its hours 
By Rubí Martínez
Staff Writer





fiduciary duties to analyze all options 
and decide what will best benefit the 
Texas Southmost College District and the 
community as a whole.”
Trustee Dr. Robert Robles said the 
board had met 15 times since January 
to discuss the partnership, and the 
community was invited to look at options 
of the new model.
“Specifically, we were looking at input 
on the preservation of our community 
college mission, including open 
admissions, affordability and the types of 
programs that will benefit our students,” 
Robles said.
He said governance was discussed in 
which TSC board controlled the taxation 
rates, along with shared academic 
governance with UTB and increasing 
resources to “achieve our dreams” and 
higher completion rates for students.
“The old partnership [agreement] is 
about 20 years old and it needs better 
transparency,” Robles said. “With this 
partnership agreement that we’re working 
on, I believe that that’s our goal.”
On March 25, he said, the TSC board 
voted in support of a new model for the 
partnership agreement that will meet the 
higher education needs and circumstances 
of the Rio Grande Valley in the 21st 
century “as a single entity.”
He said the resolution was not a binding 
contract and that there are issues that have 
to be worked out.
“We are currently working in a united 
way to come up with a plan that helps all 
of us, with the student at the forefront,” 
Robles said. “… To do anything less 
will jeopardize our region’s social and 
economic standing.”
A decison to change the the agreement 
came as a result of a 2008 conflict in 
which the TSC District tried to collect 
$10.8 million in lease payments from the 
UT System. It was stated that the state 
of Texas owed the money, not the UT 
system. 
And while there are rumors in the 
community about the board wanting to 
dissolve the partnership, Trustee Rene 
Torres said that is not the case.
“For the record, the issue of dissolving 
the partnership is not an issue, has 
never been an issue and will never be 
an issue with this board,” Torres said. 
“Our discussions have been about trying 
to decide what’s best for you, for the 
students, the staff, faculty and, especially, 
the taxpayer.” 
Trustee Dr. Robert A. Lozano, whose 
“key provisions” are included in the 
proposed pact, said, “Please be assured 
we’re working hard for a partnership, 
hoping that we can morph into a better 
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Do you have beef? If so, call Collegian 
reporter Rene Cardona Jr. at 882-5143 
or send him an e-mail at collegian@utb.
edu. 
Graduation ring
“My beef is that the school ring has an 
emblem of another 
country’s flag. 
That’s my main 
concern. I feel 
that I shouldn’t 
have to be 
wearing a flag 
from another 
country and pay 
for it. We are in the 
University of Texas 
System, and I think that we should be 
represented by that, like [with] a Texas 
flag … but not Mexico--another country.”
College algebra 
“In most of my math classes I’ve never 
had problems. … Once I got into college, 
I saw that like a lot of 
professors, like 
they give a good 
lecture and they 
give notes and 
everything, and 
they say this is 
all you’re going 
to need to study. So 
once I get to do the 
homework and the work for the class, I 
see the stuff is completely off subject. 
And, I wanted to see if the professors 
could, I don’t know, simplify the 
[lecture and notes], so we could actually 
understand the work … so we all won’t 
have this problem. And, I’ve heard this 





“I have a problem with the mosque 
being constructed at Ground Zero, 
especially because 
we have a lot of 
veterans here and 
I have personal 
friends and 
family who have 
been to Iraq 
because of the 
war. And, putting 
a mosque where 
t h e y killed thousands and 
thousands of people, it doesn’t seem right 
to me. I don’t care about being politically 
correct. It’s stupid; it’s retarded. I’m 





Take a walk through the Endowment 
Courtyard between Cardenas North and 
South halls and you will feel as if you are 
in a nightclub.
The beautiful landscape between North 
and South is littered with cigarette butts 
and ashes. Once you pass through the 
courtyard, your clothes are infused with 
the smell of cigarette smoke. 
You see students conversing with others 
while puffing away. Is this adhering to the 
smoking ban? We think not. 
Smoking bans are designed to lower 
public exposure to secondhand smoke. 
They also help the environment and keep 
the air clean. The argument over smoking 
bans has been going on for a while: 
across the country, government offices, 
restaurants, clubs and parks are among 
the places complying with bans approved 
by cities, states and other governmental 
entities.
UTB/TSC is the first tobacco-free 
campus in the University of Texas System. 
The rule went into effect Sept. 1. 
Students, faculty and staff were notified 
of the ban through a campaign involving 
announcements on the university Website, 
campuswide e-mails and posters.
However, the university will not 
actually punish those who violate the ban 
with a citation. Instead, it encourages 
peer presure. Do strangers’ frowns make 
smokers uncomfortable? We have yet to 
see that. 
If the ban is not strongly enforced, 
students will keep lighting up. After all, 
what will a Campus Police officer do to 
students besides telling them they are not 
supposed to smoke? Officers are worried 
about dealing with more important issues 
than making a stubborn person quit this 
habit. 
Many who sit in the Endowment 
Courtyard, often referred to as la fuente 
or “smokers’ alley,” don’t think the ban is 
working. 
It is clear why the university has banned 
smoking; each year, 2.4 million people 
die of heart disease. Of those, 440,000 
are related to smoking, according to the 
American Heart Association Website.
The government is also finding ways to 
discourage people from smoking, such as 
the 2009 tax increase on cigarette packs, 
from 39 cents to a $1.
The Collegian supports the smoking ban, 
but we have to question the university’s 
guidelines. Did university officials look 
at other ways to enforce the policy? How 
about enforcing the former designated 
smoking areas? Is there a win-win situation 
for smokers and nonsmokers? 
What needs to be done is something very 
difficult and that is to change the culture of 
the university. That means a change in the 
campus’ attitude to do away with students 
thinking: “I’m paying for tuition; I can do 
anything I want.’”Let’s hope change comes 
soon. 
Smoking ban: More needs to be done
Editorial
O n  C a m p u s 
Partnership
Continued from Page 1
• See ‘Partnership,’ Page   13
Correction
An article published in the Sept. 27 issue 
of The Collegian misstated that Associate 
Professor John Cook was chair of the 
Communication Department between 
2004 and 2008. In fact, Cook served as 
program coordinator during those years.
CommunityThe Collegian October 4, 2010 • Page 5
The Brownsville City Commission 
had tough choices to make in order to 
balance its 2011 budget. 
During a special meeting Sept. 21, the 
commission voted 5-2 to authorize the 
Brownsville Public Utilities Board to 
raise its rates. It also adopted a property 
tax rate of .657556 cents per $100 
valuation. Last year’s rate was .654189 
cents per $100 valuation. 
In order to balance the city’s $4.2 
million budget deficit, PUB agreed to 
transfer $2.5 million to the city as an 
economic assistance subsidy. The rest 
will be balanced with an increase in 
PUB rates. 
Currently, PUB transfers 10 percent of 
its revenue to the city budget. Because 
PUB will generate more money with 
the rate increase, this in turn will allow 
for a bigger transfer to the city, helping 
alleviate the budget deficit.  
“There was a little give and take 
there,” Lupe Granado, assistant finance 
director, said in a telephone interview 
with The Collegian on Wednesday. 
“They gave us a transfer tentative of 
them getting their items approved by 
city commission.”  
Changes in rates include an increase 
from $2.53 to $3.53 in the monthly 
service charge for residential electric 
customers. PUB officials originally had 
asked for a $5.53 increase. 
The penalty for late payment of 
utility bills increased from 5 percent 
to 6 percent. PUB had asked for a 7.5 
percent increase.  
The commission also authorized the 
PUB to increase electric, water and 
sanitary sewer service rates up to 5 
percent in a five-year period. 
“In other words, this commission 
would be saying, ‘we give PUB the 
authority to raise rates for this amount 
over a certain period of time,’” City 
Attorney Mark Sossi said. “So, the 
commission is giving approval for the 
rate increase allowing the PUB board 
the discretion in the manner in which 
it’s being implemented.” 
Mayor Pat Ahumada appeared 
irritated by the commission’s decision 
to increase rates.
“You are not hurting me; you are not 
hurting me a bit,” Ahumada said. “You 
are hurting the city.”   
He said the commission is avoiding 
responsibility by not increasing 
property taxes and letting PUB “bail us 
out.”
 “Everybody has their own opinion, 
I respect that,” Ahumada said. “I feel 
very strongly against this because I 
think we are [avoiding a] responsibility. 
I don’t think this is a way to solve the 
problem, and I think each entity should 
stand on its own.” 
District 2 Commissioner Charlie 
Atkinson argued that PUB rates are still 
the lowest in the Rio Grande Valley, 
compared with Magic Valley Electric 
Cooperative, its closest competitor. 
“You’ll still be lower than everybody 
else, and then more money will be 
going to PUB,” Atkinson said. “Thus, 
giving more transfer to the city. Thus, 
we don’t have to raise taxes.” 
An average PUB customer using 
1,000 kilowatt hours per month pays 
$87.60, compared with an MVEC 
customer, who pays $115.94, according 
to Granado’s PowerPoint presentation. 
Commissioner At Large “B” Rose 
Gowen asked PUB Chief Financial 
Officer Leandro Garcia if PUB generates 
more money, would it be able to provide 
for more capital improvements in the 
city.
Garcia replied Gowen was correct.  
Commissioner At Large “A” Anthony 
Troiani told The Collegian after the 
meeting that “nobody was happy” with 
the vote, but that a compromise was 
needed between the commission and 
PUB.  
“We can’t just take from them without 
some sort of checks and balances,” 
Troiani said. “But, we do need to be 
able to work with them and address 
their concerns and our concerns. I think 
we are going to do that. I think if we 
would have given PUB everything they 
wanted, if we would have given the city 
everything they wanted, we would be 
nowhere.” 
The city’s Fiscal Year 2011 budget 
totals $125,399,611. 
City approves tax rate, increases PUB rates
By Christine Cavazos
Collegian Editor  
Brownsville Mayor Pat Ahumada listens to the  discussion on increasing Brownsville Public Utilities Board rates 
during the Sept. 27 city commission meeting. 
Cleiri Quezada/Collegian
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13, a staff 
m e m b e r 
reported that after he called an 800 number 
for a brick and block company, he heard a 
woman making sexual noises.
At 9:20 a.m. Sept. 14, an officer on patrol 
at the International Technology, Education 
and Commerce Center noticed a vehicle 
parked in a handicapped space without 
the appropriate permit. The driver told the 
officer she was about to put her mother’s 
permit on the car. The driver was issued 
a municipal citation, and the permit was 
confiscated and turned over to the Texas 
Department of Transportation.
At 10:05 a.m. the same day, a staff 
member fell and hit his head on the sidewalk 
between the Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial 
Library and the Camille Lightner Center. 
The staff member declined transportation 
to a hospital and left the area.
At 6 p.m. Sept. 15, a staff member 
reported that there were many ants in a lab 
of the Regional Academic Health Center. 
A Campus Police officer sent to the area 
photographed the ants.
At 9:19 a.m. Sept. 16, a professor 
reported that a student was sleeping in 
class and was unresponsive. When an 
officer approached the student, he woke up 
and stated that he was just very sleepy and 
did not need medical assistance.
At 1:44 p.m. the same day, a staff 
member reported that a man had been 
coming to her workplace to see her after 
being told not to do so. 
At 3:15 p.m. the same day, a GMC 
Hummer accidentally struck a student 
who was walking in Lot U. The student 
complained of minor pains in her left arm 
but declined transportation to a hospital. 
Her mother took her home.
At 6:29 p.m. the same day, a staff 
member reported that a visitor to the SET-B 
computer lab was viewing pornographic 
content on one of the computers. The 
suspect was issued a criminal trespass 
warning and advised not to return to the 
UTB/TSC campus until he was a registered 
student.
At 7:36 p.m. Sept. 17, a staff member of 
the Recreation, Education and Kinesiology 
Center reported that a student was acting 
in a disorderly manner. The student was 
advised that he was not allowed on campus 
until allowed to do so by the judicial affairs 
coordinator.
At 6:41 p.m. Sept. 18, a volleyball 
player collided with another player during 
a warm-up routine in the Manuel B. Garza 
Gym and injured her neck. The student was 
transported to Valley Regional Medical 
Center in Brownsville.
--Compiled by Alejandra González
Student Union schedule
Starting today, the Student Union’s 
new hours of operation are 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Monday through Friday. For more 
information, call 882-6776.
Breast cancer awareness
Student Health Services will promote 
breast cancer awareness with an 
information table in the Endowment 
Courtyard from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. today. 
Pink lemonade and snacks will be served. 
For more information, call the department 
at 882-3896.
Emergency training
UTB/TSC will conduct training sessions 
on the new Emergency Notification 
System from 9 to 10 a.m. today and 
Tuesday in Tandy Hall 113. For more 
information, call 882-8240.
Patron of the Arts
Baritone Daniel Hunter-Holly and 
pianist Juan Pablo Andrade will perform 
at 8 p.m. Tuesday in the Arts Center. 
Hunter-Holly and Andrade are members 
of the UTB/TSC music faculty. Tickets are 
$10 for the general public, $5 for senior 
citizens, children and students with their 
ID. For more information, call 882-7025.
Florian Larousse, the grand prize 
winner of the 2009 Guitar Foundation of 
America International Competition, will 
perform at 8 p.m. Thursday in the Arts 
Center. Tickets are $15 for the general 
public, $5 for senior citizens, children and 
students with their ID. Students can buy a 
semester pass for $6. For more information, 
call 882-7025.
Time management workshop
The Student Success Center will 
present a workshop titled “Balancing Act” 
from 1 to 2 p.m. Wednesday in Cardenas 
Hall North 104. For more information, call 
882-8292.
LiveStrong March
The UTB/TSC Leadership and 
Mentorship Program will sponsor a 
LiveStrong March at noon Thursday on 
the Student Union lawn. Participants are 
asked to wear yellow to bring awareness 
to the global cancer crisis. Soft drinks and 
LiveStrong bands will be distributed. For 
more information, call 882-5138.
Athletic games
The UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer 
Team will play against the University of 
the Southwest at 1 p.m. Thursday and 
against Texas Wesleyan University at 1 
p.m. Saturday on the REK Center field. 
Admission is free. For more information, 
call 882-8911.
The UTB/TSC Men’s Soccer Team 
faces the University of the Southwest 
at 3 p.m. Thursday, Texas Wesleyan 
University at 3 p.m. Saturday and the 
University of Mobile at 5 p.m. Sunday on 
the REK Center field. Admission is free. 
For more information, call 882-8911.
Funding committee assistance
The Student Organization Funding 
Committee provides financial support to 
registered student organizations through 
mini grants. To apply for funding, fill 
the online application at http://www.
surveymonkey.com/s/sofc. The deadline 
to apply is Friday. For more information, 
call 882-7897 or contact Stephen Cisneros 
by sending an e-mail to stephen.cisneros@
utb.edu.
Biosafety workshop
The eighth annual Biosafety Workshop 
will take place from 7:45 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Friday in the Education and Business 
Complex’s Salon Cassia. Admission is 
$5 for students, $10 for faculty and staff 
and $25 for the general public. The fee 
includes a certification, presentation 
package, breakfast and lunch. The event 
is sponsored by the University of Texas 
Health Science Center at Houston, the 
School of Public Health Brownsville 
Regional Campus and UTB/TSC. To 
register, send an e-mail to Sandra Gerace 
at sandra.gerace@utb.edu or Noemi 
Hernandez at noemi.hernandez@utb.edu. 
For more information, call 882-5940.
Space Week volunteers needed
 The Center for Gravitational 
Wave Astronomy’s Nompuewenu 
Astronomical Observatory seeks 
volunteers for its celebration of United 
Nations World Space Week, taking place 
from 4 to 10 p.m. Saturday. For more 
information, call 882-6778 or send an 
e-mail to observatory@phys.utb.edu 
Distinguished Lecture Series
UTB/TSC students are invited to hear 
Blake Mycoskie, founder and chief shoe 
giver of TOMS shoes, speak at 10 a.m. 
Oct. 11 in the Jacob Brown Auditorium. 
Admission is free, but tickets must 
be picked up at the Regiment House. 
Mycoskie will also speak at 7 p.m. in the 
SET-B Lecture Hall. Tickets for the evening 
lecture are $75 for faculty and staff. If you 
are a student who wears TOMS shoes, the 
Office of News and Information would 
like to photograph you and your shoes to 
promote the university’s Distinguished 
Lecture Series. For more information, call 
882-8787.
Chick-fil-A meal sale
The Game Over Club is selling tickets 
for its Chick-fil-A meal fundraiser, 
scheduled from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Oct. 
20 between North and South halls. Every 
meal comes with a Chick-fil-A sandwich, 
bag of chips and a can of Coke. Tickets are 
$5 and can be purchased in advance at the 
Student Union. For more information, call 
545-8902 or send an e-mail to mgr78520@
yahoo.com.
Registration schedule
The Office of the Registrar announces 
the Spring 2011 registration schedule: 
Nov. 2, registration begins for undergraduate 
students who have completed 90 or more 
hours and all graduate students; Nov. 
8, registration begins for undergraduate 
students who have completed 60 or more 
earned hours; Nov. 15, registration begins 
for undergraduate students who have 
completed 30 or more earned hours; Nov. 
29, registration opens for all remaining 
students. Students may obtain the amount 
of hours completed via Scorpion Online-
-Satisfactory Academic Progress (S.A.P.) 
link.
Scantron distribution
Students may pick up free scantrons 
in the Student Government Association 
office, located in Student Union 2.16. The 
limit is two scantrons per student. For 
more information, call 882-7897 or send 
an e-mail to sga@utb.edu.
Counseling clinic services
The Community Counseling Clinic, an 
instructional laboratory of the Counseling 
and Guidance master’s program, serves 
individuals, couples and families from 5 to 
9 p.m. Monday through Thursday through 
Dec. 4. To make an appointment or for 
more information, call 882-7792 or send 
an e-mail to ccc@utb.edu.
--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán
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Those not familiar with Day of the 
Dead might think it is a sad holiday, but a 
historian says that is not the case.
Ward Albro visited the UTB/TSC 
campus to give a lecture titled “Altares.” 
An altar de muertos, or altar for the dead, 
is part of the tradition for the Mexican 
Day of the Dead holiday on Nov. 1, when 
families and friends gather to pray for and 
remember loved ones.
Day of the Dead originated thousands of 
years ago among the indigenous people in 
the central valley of the Mexican state of 
Oaxaca, now, one of the poorest states in 
the country. It is celebrated in many places 
besides Mexico, including the United 
States. 
The celebration “coincides, basically, 
with the harvest season, and the religious 
practices involved a good deal of contact 
with the ancestors, people gone before,” 
said Albro, a senior lecturer at the 
University of Texas at San Antonio.
“If you had good harvest, you wanted 
to thank the intervention of your 
ancestors,” he told an audience of about 
25 people Tuesday in the SET-B third-
floor conference room. “If you had [a] 
bad harvest, you wanted to ask them to 
do better next year, to intercede with the 
gods.” 
The basic idea is that the spirits of 
ancestors come back, Albro said. It is 
believed that the soul of the deceased 
comes back 24 hours before they set up the 
altar and they stay for a brief time. This is 
a time of celebration and of paying respect, 
he said.
“They don’t believe that [the spirits] are 
going to eat the food, or drink the mezcal, 
or drink whatever drink they have, or 
smoke the cigarettes they put on the altar,” 
Albro said. “They do believe that the souls 
will absorb the essence of it.” 
The altars are assembled in people’s 
homes and/or cemeteries where the 
ancestors are buried, and that is where the 
celebration happens. 
Traditionally, tamales, mole, pan de 
muerto and seasonal fruits are placed at 
the altar, along with the deceased’s favorite 
dishes and drinks to give it a more personal 
touch. 
Calaveritas, or skulls, made of candy or 
wood are also placed on the altar. A photo 
of the person being honored is placed at the 
top or center of the altar.
Outside the conference room, an altar 
was set up in honor of Mexican artist Frida 
Kahlo. The altar consisted of photos of 
Kahlo and her husband, muralist Diego 
Rivera, pan de muerto, and was colorfully 
decorated with papier mâché.
Freshman nursing student Julia Puga 
was among those who attended the lecture.
“I thought it was really interesting,” 
Puga said. “He’s been there, so he knows a 
lot about the culture, especially in Oaxaca, 
where the altars are set up. … He had really 
good pictures of the altars and he explained 
very well.”
Albro’s presentation included a slide 
show of more than 50 photos of altars from 
different regions of Mexico.
“The pictures were really great,” said 
senior business major Susana Garcia. “I 
really liked that an event like this was done 
because you always learn things about 
your own culture that you might have 
forgotten.” 
Albro is the author of “Day of the Dead, 
Día de los Muertos” and “Always a Rebel: 
Ricardo Flores Magón and the Mexican 
Revolution.”
His lecture was part of UTB/TSC’s 
observance of Hispanic Heritage Month.
Honoring the souls of the dead
By Alejandra González
Staff Writer
An altar paying tribute to the Mexican artist Frida 
Kahlo sits outside the SET-B third-floor conference 
room as part of the presentation on Day of the Dead 
altars.
AlexAndrA GrAciA/colleGiAn 
Frustration, anxiety, uncertain post-
graduation plans and missing out on 
opportunities such as internships and 
studying abroad are just some of the hurdles 
that undocumented students confront in 
their daily lives.
Teri Albrecht, director of International 
Student and Scholar Services at the 
University of Texas at Austin discussed 
these issues Sept. 27 in her lecture titled 
“Changing Demographics on Campus: 
Undocumented Students and Their U.S. 
College Experience.” 
The message that Albrecht would like to 
get across to others is that “[undocumented 
students] have the drive and the motivation, 
and they are not taking their space at the 
university for granted. The fact that they are 
admitted and accepted into their institution, 
they are wanting to prove that they are a 
student that can succeed in the university 
culture and environment.”
Twelve million undocumented 
immigrants are estimated to be living in the 
United States. California, Texas, Florida, 
New York and New Jersey are the states 
with the highest numbers of undocumented 
immigration populations, Albrecht said. 
Most immigrants come from Latin America, 
Asia and the Middle East, Albrecht said. In 
2008 alone, it was estimated that there were 
65,000 undocumented students graduating 
from high school. Albrecht said these 
figures may be higher now.
The struggle to pay tuition is one of the 
issues undocumented students encounter; 
the struggle to pay tuition is intensified 
for those undocumented students who do 
not receive state financial aid. This leads 
students to leave college for a semester or 
school year to gather the funds to continue 
their studies. 
Students would like to become teachers, 
social workers, lawyers and give back to 
their community or to society, and they 
hit a brick wall by not having the ability 
to work due to their status, Albrecht said. 
They also go about as hidden members of 
society, in fear of people finding out about 
their undocumented status and informing 
authorities.
The students that Albrecht spoke to 
said they had the pressure to succeed in 
order to set an example for their younger 
family members. They cannot study 
abroad because if they were to leave the 
country they would not be able to return 
to the U.S.  When navigating on campus, 
undocumented students limit themselves 
because of the perception that they could 
run into situations where their legal status 
could be revealed. They are not able to 
obtain an ID card, a driver’s license or get 
a job, which people who are able to may 
take for granted. At UT, an undocumented 
student advocate group can help students in 
this situation.
“Generally, our undocumented students 
come into the United States and into the U.S. 
school system at a very early age and they 
find out about their undocumented status 
later in life,” Albrecht told an audience of 
about 50 people in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
Many undocumented students 
immigrated to the U.S. with their parents 
at a young age, and they usually arrived 
by circumventing proper immigration 
inspection, providing fraudulent documents 
or by arriving legally and extending their 
stay past the time allowed. 
Albrecht also spoke about the legal 
changes that have taken place throughout 
the years to allow undocumented students 
to attend higher education institutions.
Initially, Texas law withheld funds 
from school districts if they enrolled 
undocumented students. The U.S. Supreme 
Court case Plyer vs. Doe in 1982 ruled that 
undocumented students must have access to 
K-12 education. The Development, Relief 
and Education of Alien Minors, or DREAM 
Act, which would make some of these 
students eligible for a visa, was rejected in 
the U.S. Senate last month. The act would 
have applied to students who entered the 
U.S. before age 16, were accepted into 
a university or had earned a high school 
diploma or GED, lived continuously in 
the U.S. for at least five years and of good 
moral character. A visa would allow them 
benefits, such as work authorization and 
a pathway to permanent residency upon 
graduation from a university. 
House Bill 1403, now Senate Bill 1528, 
was passed in 2001 by the 77th Texas 
Legislature and allowed undocumented 
students to pay in-state tuition rates in the 
state’s public institutions. Currently, Texas 
provides financial aid; Oklahoma and New 
Mexico provide limited financial aid. Texas 
was the first state to provide state financial 
aid to undocumented students. 
Some cities, such as Austin, are 
considered “safe havens” for immigrants, 
UT prof details struggles of undocumented students
By Héctor Aguilar
Spanish Editor
• See ‘Lecture,’ Page  15
Community Page 8 • October 4, 2010 The Collegian
“They say that cars run on money and 
make you fat and bicycles run on fat 
and save you money,” quips Cat Tamez, 
the event organizer of the Brownsville 
Critical Mass Ride Sept. 24.
Tamez was one of at least four 
bicyclists on the three-hour ride in north 
Brownsville. Their route started at the 
Brownsville Events Center on Paredes 
Line Road, then headed south on Price 
Road, east to International Boulevard and 
St. Charles Street, then north on Central 
Boulevard, and east on Ruben M. Torres 
Boulevard and back toward the Events 
Center.
“Critical Mass is the celebration of 
riding bicycles and is the one day out of 
the month where everyone around the 
world celebrates with you,” Tamez said. 
Critical Mass’ inception began in 1992 
in San Francisco, and its popularity has 
grown nationally and around the world. 
The historic first ride numbered 48 riders, 
but by 1995 there were 500, with the sole 
purpose being to ride together as a group 
and establish a visible awareness of bike 
riders and their rights to be on city streets 
alongside automobiles. 
Tamez and her group, none of whom 
even knew each other before the ride, 
pedaled forth into the busy traffic of 
Paredes. Cars slowed to a crawl behind 
the riders and many others sped around 
them in the typical evening rush-hour 
madness suffered by frustrated 9-to-5ers. 
A sole bicyclist in this situation would 
have crumbled under the pressure and 
taken the back roads or a sidewalk, but as a 
group, the cyclists momentously impacted 
the traffic flow. The riders, empowered 
by the influence of a burgeoning biking 
community, were finally joined by a 
common bond for wanting to ride. 
That’s a question junior mechanical 
engineering physics major Josh Flores 
might pose to Brownsville residents. 
Flores, who already bikes to school three 
days out of the week, is one of Brownsville 
Critical Mass’ founders.
Originally called the Brownsville Bike 
Brigade, the 15 participating members 
used to meet for “Thursday Social” and 
ride, but the group now meets on the last 
Friday of each month from 6 to 9 p.m., 
which coincides nationally with all other 
critical mass groups.  
The group stresses that bicyclists, 
whether participating in critical mass or 
not, should observe all traffic laws.  
The next Brownsville Critical Mass 
will be conducted from 6 to 9 p.m. Oct. 
29 at the Brownsville Events Center. 
Halloween costumes are encouraged. For 
more information, send an e-mail to Flores 
at agentradio24@gmail.com or visit 
the Facebook group under Brownsville 
Critical Mass.
Brownsville Critical Mass Ride pedals for awareness
By Michelle Serrano
Staff Writer
Four bicyclists are shown on Paredes Line Road as they take part in the Critical Mass ride Sept. 24. They are 
(from left) Mario, B.J. Chavez, Adam Galvan and Cat Tamez. 
AlexAndrA GrAciA/colleGiAn
The Cameron County Commissioners’ 
Court has approved a contract with 
Staff Care Inc. to provide temporary 
pathologists to perform autopsies for the 
county.
“They provide different medical 
professionals throughout the country, 
basically, and they find professionals 
that can come in and help agencies, 
governmental agencies, hospitals--in this 
case, [Cameron] County,” said Deputy 
County Administrator David Garcia said. 
Garcia wants to negotiate with the 
agency for a suitable rate.
“We’ve been working with this agency 
to locate pathologists and come to an 
agreement on a rate that would be suitable 
for us in terms of what the service is,” he 
said. “So we’ve been able to negotiate 
that, and we feel it’s a reasonable rate.”
Precinct 3 Commissioner David 
Garza believes that having a temporary 
pathologist will be less expensive for the 
county.
 “I think it’s $1,650, and they can do 
up to three autopsies a day, which means 
that if we get charged for three different 
autopsies, it’s a whole lot more than 
$1,650,” Garza said. “And, because of 
the fact that these folks are through a 
staffing agency and work temporarily for 
the county, we don’t need to worry about 
hospital privileges.” 
County Judge Carlos Cascos agreed 
with Garza, saying that Valley Baptist 
Medical Center has been very cooperative 
with the county as far as providing proper 
credentials to allow forensic pathologists 
to perform autopsies for the county.
In the meantime, forensic pathologist 
Elizabeth J. Miller from Lubbock will 
perform autopsies for the county. The 
county should be getting a pathologist 
within the next month or two, Garcia 
said.
“Just so you all know, we’ve been 
getting a lot of calls from different 
professionals throughout the state and 
throughout the country that are interested 
in coming to work to Cameron County,” 
Garcia said. “We feel that, hopefully, 
we’ll get a good pool of pathologists 
once we put that [request for proposals], 
so I would imagine probably in a month 
or two we’ll have this in place.”
The forensic pathologists would work 
temporarily for three months in the 
county.
Norma Jean Farley, M.D., who has 
been the county’s forensic pathologists 
,since August 2007, was scheduled to 
retire last Friday.
In other business, the court discussed 
directing legal counsel to advise 
county parks’ directors on legal statutes 
regarding operations of the parks.
County Legal Counsel Dylbia L. 
Jefferies Vega said she wants “to be able 
to go to the different parks and go to the 
directors of the centers to make sure that 
everybody is in the same understanding 
of what can and cannot be done.” 
“I think that some of these directors 
are not fully aware of how much latitude 
they can give some of the agencies or 
some of the groups that are using the 
centers,” Jefferies Vega said.
Cascos said that it appears community 
members who live close to the Cameron 
Park community and Benavides Park are 
selling food for their own profit without 
a legal permit or insurance.
He said he believes part of the issue is 
micromanaging by commissioners. 
 “We have directors at these centers 
that are not given the opportunity to 
run these centers the way they believe 
they need to be running them, and at 
times, you’ve got commissioners and 
other staff micromanaging the operation 
of these centers and that’s created 
County OKs contract for temporary pathology services
By Cleiri Quezada
Staff Writer
• See ‘County,’ Page  14
The Cameron County Commissioners’ Court listens intently to details of the contract for temporary pathology 
services during the Sept. 23 meeting. 
 Michelle SerrAno/colleGiAn
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Many students can say they practically 
live on campus, but people residing in 
the homes that abut the north end of 
campus are constantly surrounded by 
student life as UTB/TSC continues to 
expand into their neighborhood.
Veronica Mendez, associate vice 
president for Facilities and Planning, 
has been working for the university for 
14 years. She said acquiring the lots 
that line Jackson and Van Buren streets 
has “been an effort for Texas Southmost 
College for as long as I can remember.” 
So far, TSC has bought 59 lots on 
Jackson Street and five on Van Buren.
“Neighbors … by Ridgely Road [are], 
of course, priority No. 1,” Mendez 
said. “There are still some lots there 
we don’t own. The street after that is 
Jackson Street, so that’s what we call 
the Jackson street parking lots, so that’s 
our next priority area.” 
Rodolfo Longoria, now retired from 
a maintenance job with the Brownsville 
Housing Authority and living with 
his wife María, rocked in his white 
metal chair facing Jackson Street one 
afternoon. To the right of him is a newly 
constructed general parking lot, where 
his compadre Billy Best once lived. 
Best’s home was trucked elsewhere 
in Brownsville, something Mendez 
said the university allows because the 
purpose of the purchase is the lot, not 
the house. Three houses down from 
Longoria’s lies Lot W. 
But, some of these houses won’t last 
long.
“There where the grass is, they’ve 
purchased it,” Longoria said in Spanish. 
“[The owners] told me it’s been bought. 
And that [resident] right there is the 
one who hasn’t died yet, and she’s in a 
nursing home. This one, this one, this 
[house] on the very edge … the woman 
hasn’t died yet, and she can’t sell. But 
the other one next to it, the sister, her 
kids have sold it.”
Longoria has received notifications in 
the mail to go to campus and talk about 
selling, but he asks, “Why am I going 
to talk with them if this right here is 
mine?” 
He moved to this residence in 1975 
and has since remodeled it from an old 
house to a quaint home painted baby 
blue. 
“I went on fixing it. It was old,” 
Longoria said. “The ceiling had seven 
feet of pine; I left four. The windows 
were large, the kind that go up and 
below the columns, so I took them out 
and I put some aluminum ones and like 
that I went on modernizing it. And I 
continued to stay here and stay here.”
Down the street from Longoria, past 
Lot W and another new general parking 
lot sits Carmen Solís’ white house at the 
corner of Jackson and 19th streets. 
She’s lived in the house for 25 
years, and because of more traffic and 
Campus Police patrolling the area, Solís 
hasn’t encountered problems that were 
common before in the neighborhood 
like the theft of cars and the theft of 
some clothing. 
“Before, I would worry because 
I would sell clothes,” Solís said in 
Spanish. “People would even cross, 
take clothes, they would get dressed 
and they would leave me the wet ones 
in the garage. And they would leave, 
but I was fine because they would never 
bother me. They wouldn’t even get in 
the house. … It wouldn’t offend me 
because there was enough clothing for 
those who needed it. And I would never 
see them … because they’d catch me 
asleep.”
As UTB/TSC expanded, “many 
families left, they sold their property, 
and [the university] made parking lots,” 
Solís said. “The area, the block, starts 
to feel more lonesome, but we still have 
more neighbors.” 
She has not received a notice 
asking her to meet with someone, like 
Longoria, but it’s likely she’ll receive a 
visit from Elba Loberg, TSC’s property 
coordinator. 
“My goal is to speak to everyone 
because we are interested in every 
single piece of property on that street,” 
Loberg said. 
She is a realtor, which allows her 
to help those who chose to move find 
a home through the Multiple Listing 
Service at no cost. She has held her 
position for five years, going door 
to door and talking to UTB/TSC’s 
neighbors about the school’s future 
expansion.
“I explain it to them, the plan we 
have,” Loberg said. “We are interested 
in purchasing … for the parking space 
for students, and many times they are, I 
would say, positive [in their] reaction. 
But I understand sometimes that they 
feel uneasy because they … wonder if 
they are going to be forced out of their 
property. In reality, [UTB/TSC is] not 
that impatient or its not in the plan or in 
the short-term plan that I know of. … I 
let them know that … yes, this is a big 
institution, but also it’s an institution 
with a heart. I always say that. … This 
is for us, the community, and this is 
for generations to come. By selling the 
property to us, they are not just making 
a regular sale of a real estate but also 
contributing to the community, to the 
university.”
Solís agrees. After all, she has a 
daughter and nephews who attend 
UTB/TSC, and she lets them park near 
her home.
“I believe it’s good for the future 
generations of students, that the 
university expand for the future of our 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren,” 
Solís said.
Longoria, though, probably won’t 
budge because he says what the school 
may offer him--$50,000 is what his 
compadre got for a lot similar in size 
to his--won’t be enough to pay for 
relocation.
“They want me to sell very cheaply,” 
he said. “But if I sell it for too little, with 
what will I be able to go over there far 
away and make another house? I can’t. 
They’ll give me very little money.”
However, Loberg said once a resident 
decides to sell, the price is negotiable, 
but on average TSC pays $30,000 per 
lot.
Neighbor, can you spare some land?
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer
Junior art major Anel Gonzalez walks to her car, which is parked in the lot next to Rodolfo Longoria’s house on 
Jackson Street.
A house on Jackson Street has Lot X for a back yard.
LesLie Barrientos/CoLLegian Photos
Check us out 
at
www.utbcollegian.com
Page 10 • October 4, 2010 The Collegian
The Collegian October 4, 2010 • Page 11
Page 12 • October 4, 2010 The Collegian
On CampusThe Collegian October 4, 2010 • Page 13
For the second consecutive year, the 
UTB/TSC campus has welcomed a 
new international student as part of the 
Edmund S. Muskie Graduate Fellowship 
Program. 
Karine Kocharyan, a public policy and 
public management major and a native of 
Gyumri, Armenia, began her studies here 
this semester.
This is Kocharyan’s first year in the 
program, and it is also her first year living 
away from home and family. 
  Before attending UTB/TSC, Kocharyan 
worked in her hometown at the KhoranArt 
Center, which works with youth, cultural 
development and youth exchanges. She 
also worked for a nonprofit environmental 
development center called Diosothia.
In 2001, she received her bachelor’s 
degree in psychology from Gyumri State 
Pedagogical University.
Asked why she applied for the 
fellowship, Kocharyan replied, “This 
program provides an opportunity for us to 
work towards a degree of master’s in the 
United States.” 
The Muskie program was established 
by Congress in 1992 to encourage 
economic and democratic growth in 
Eurasia. It is a program of the Bureau of 
Education and Cultural Affairs of the U.S. 
State Department and is administered by 
the International Research and Exchanges 
Board, or IREX.
Charles Lackey, dean of Graduate 
Studies, said UTB/TSC was contacted 
to be the host for the Muskie program by 
“a grant announcement by IREX, and I 
responded to the announcement to apply 
for it for these students.” 
Lackey said the Muskie students at 
UTB/TSC “have been great students, 
very interesting students, and they are 
basically providing an experience for the 
other students in their class because they 
come from a different part of the world.”
James Storbeck is a government 
professor and adviser for the fellowship 
program. He advised the university’s first 
Muskie fellow, Maksym Klyuchar, of 
the Ukraine, who also is studying public 
policy and management. 
 “We first put together their program 
of study and [advise them] the same way 
we advise any other student,” Storbeck 
said. “I’m hoping that we continue with 
the program. It has only been a good 
experience for us.”
This year is Klyuchar’s second year at 
UTB/TSC.
Asked about his thoughts on his first 
year in fellowship and being at UTB/TSC, 
Klyuchar replied, “I feel that I am right 
now adding to my previous professional 
experience, the theoretical knowledge 
that I was lacking before. It’s been a very 
fulfilling year, and I found, especially, 
[that the faculty is] extremely supportive.”
Klyuchar is working on his master’s 
thesis in the areas of international 
organizations, decision-making and 
community organizing.
He plans to graduate in May 2011, 
return home and then look for a job in 
community development in Eastern 
Europe or Central Asia. He is also going 
to apply for the United Nations Volunteers 
program.
Staci Zavattaro, an assistant government 
professor, serves as an adviser to 
Kocharyan.
Zavattaro said she gives advice based 
on the philosophy she learned from her 
professor at Florida Atlantic University, 
Arthur Sementelli. She gives Kocharyan 
options “because I don’t believe there is 
just one answer to any public policy or 
public administration problem.” 
The services and support UTB/TSC 
offers Muskie students “is to see results 
of what our students are doing rather than 
quantifying their achievement,” she said.
This is also Zavattaro’s first year at 
UTB/TSC, so she has helped Kocharyan 
adjust to her new surroundings by being 
someone she can talk to, asking her to 
send her e-mails to let her know what is 
going on and to send her project updates.
Asked what she thinks about the Muskie 
students, Zavattaro replied, “They are just 
so pleasant, so nice. It’s just refreshing to 
advise and have in class and they bring 
their diverse knowledge.” 
Kocharyan said South Texas differs 
from Armenia in “the climate, the 
nature, weather, and the culture here in 
Brownsville; this is why it is really an 
interesting experience.”
Asked what Mexican food she likes, the 
graduate student replied, “Taco[s].”
Kocharyan plans to graduate in May 
2012 and return to Armenia. There, 
she hopes to work in developing and 
improving public art policies.





Reading Lab offers assistance in many subjects
Reading Lab tutor Violeta Cantu assists sophomore management major Fai Cao for his Spanish class.
Christopher peña/Collegian
Among the many support services offered 
to UTB/TSC students is the Reading Lab.
Located in North Hall 124, the lab has 
22 tutors who provide tutoring in reading, 
history, government, French, Chinese, 
among other subjects. The lab also offers 
free COMPASS preparation workshops 
for the mathematics, reading and writing 
portions of the test.
Study skills workshops are also offered.
“We try to locate all our tutoring services 
[next] to where the students are taking 
their classes,” said Daniel R. Aguilar Jr., a 
learning instructional specialist in reading 
for the lab.
An example he gave is having accounting 
tutors available in the Education and 
Business Complex.
“If students feel they need tutoring in 
certain subjects that we don’t offer, we can 
definitely look into hiring somebody for 
that,” Aguilar said.  
Asked if there are requirements for 
students who want assistance from the lab, 
Aguilar replied that all students need to do 
is “come and sign in, bring your homework 
assignments and notes.”
He said an article on the Website 
washingtonmonthly.com notes that 
“colleges that don’t offer tutoring services 
have a higher dropout and lower retention 
rate, low graduation rates.” 
The Reading Lab hosts conversation 
groups in English, Spanish and Chinese.
“All three conversation groups are 
designed to improve students’ practice of 
the oral language,” Aguilar said.
The reading lab is open from 8 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Monday through Thursday, 8 a.m.-4 
p.m. Friday and 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday. 




document, but it’s a partnership. That 
means we also have to negotiate with the 
UT System. … I’m for moving forward, 
pushing on to the future.” 
Ten people addressed the board on the 
partnership agreement, saying the board 
has an “awesome responsibility” to the 
university’s students.
The Rev. Armand Mathew, who works 
for the university’s Center for Civic 
Engagement, detailed the achievements of 
the partnership, including new academic 
programs and degrees.
Elizabeth Medrano, a retired educator, 
alumnus of TSC and concerned 
taxpayer, told the board: “In reflecting 
on the possibility of not continuing the 
partnership … I would like to share these 
thoughts--all of you are here serving on 
this board with the primary purpose of 
serving the students and this community 
in the best way possible. … You are in a 
very important position that can empower 
the students of this community by 
providing them the opportunity to acquire 
an education which in turn produces a 
productive citizen. I cannot even fathom 
the idea of going back in time when we 
did not have a four-year institution and 
getting a college degree was not even 
a reachable achievement for many of 
the students of this area. … The act of 
empowerment should not be mistaken for 
personal power.” 
SGA President Jorge Muñoz urged 
the board not to spoil the dream of an 
education for him and his children.
“Now I speak to you not as the student 
body president, I speak to you as a 
student,” Muñoz said. “As a child, I was 
raised in the fields. I used to work with 
my mother picking tomatoes, cucumbers, 
bell peppers, strawberries-- everything 
you could eat, I picked it. I was also 
raised on welfare, food stamps. … I 
remember the day when we didn’t have 
electricity because we could not afford it. 
I remember the cold winters, because we 
didn’t have heat, and I remember the hot 
summer because we didn’t have an AC 
system. UTB/ TSC gives people like me 
the opportunity to dream, to dream of a 
better future. And we are not selfish, we 
dream of a better future not for us, but for 
our children, for our grandchildren. So 
tonight, I ask the board, please don’t spoil 
that dream for me, for my children because 
… not being able to give them what they 
want, hurts. And you guys sitting here 
and the people in Austin telling us that 
you might take that away from us, that’s 
not fair.” Also speaking in support of the 
partnership were UTB/TSC Development 
Board members Randy Whittington and 
Reba Cardenas McNair, former TSC 
Trustee Dolly Zimmerman, Brownsville 
City Commissioner at Large “B” Dr. 
Rose Gowen, Dr. Romeo Montalvo, 
Master Technical Instructor Bill Davis 
and International Bank of Commerce 
President and CEO Fred Rusteberg.
In other business on Sept. 23, the board 
adopted the valorem tax rate of .162423 
cents per $100 valuation. 
Provost Alan Artibise introduced new 
administrators Carol Radle, assistant 
vice president for Academic Affairs; Alla 
Parojatnikova, executive director for 
the Office of Global Engagement; Clair 
Goldsmith, chief information officer. 
Artibise also announced that Emma Miller 
is now the director of the Office of Space 
Management. Miller previously served 
as assistant director of Scheduling and 
Course Inventory.
In her president’s report, UTB/TSC 
President Juliet V. García said there was a 
7 percent increase in enrollment, with 852 
more students enrolled this semester than 
the previous fall. 
Partnership
Continued from Page 4
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Offi cers of the Scorpion Theatrical Society are (front row, from left) Vice President Sara Ornela and Treasurer 
Deidre Chaisson. Middle row: President Normalinda Reyna and adviser Sharaf Rehman. Back row: Public 
Relations Coordinator Daniel Muñoz.
ALEXANDRA GRACIA/COLLEGIAN
Name: The Scorpion Theatrical Society
Purpose: To provide an artistic and creative 
platform for all UTB/TSC students and 
staff to participate in writing, producing 
plays and to act in plays done by the club 
and the Communication Department. 
It is also to produce plays that deal with 
topics relevant to the students and the local 
community. Hence, the second goal is to 




Vice President: Sarah Ornelas
Secretary: Mitzy De La Fuente
Treasurer: Deidre Chaisson
Public Relations Coordinator: Daniel 
Muñoz
Events Coordinator: Sarah Hernandez
Adviser: Sharaf Rehman, chair of the 
Communication Department
Community Service: Produce and offer 
plays to the community. 
Meetings: At 3 p.m. every other Friday. 
The next meeting is Oct. 15. 
Requirements: Must be a full-time student 
at UTB/TSC.
Dues: $5 per year.
For more information: call Rehman at 
882-7222 or Reyna at (210) 324-7558.
 
 --Compiled by Stephanie Reyes
spotlight
Club
some problems,” Cascos said. “What’s 
happened recently, and that’s part of 
why this item was put on [the agenda], 
I found out on Monday that staff people 
were going and providing free notary 
services. … People would come in--[not] 
nonprofi ts--but individuals and notary 
services being provided free of charge 
on non-county business.”
Precinct 2 Commissioner John Wood 
said his secretary has been providing 
notary services to residents of Cameron 
Park.
“It’s been a service that we’ve been 
providing to those folks for a long time,” 
Wood said. “If that’s illegal and we 
shouldn’t be doing that, then we need 
to address it, but it has been a service 
free of charge to the people that have 
requested it, and it’s worked real well.”
Precinct 1 Commissioner Sofi a 
Benavides said, “It’s my understanding, 
judge, that when a notary is just there 
notarizing the signature, he cannot be 
held accountable for what there is in the 
content of what he may be notarizing. 
That’s the way it’s been explained to 
me.”
Benavides also said she does not 
“micromanage.”
“I don’t tell [the park’s director] what 
to do or what not to do; I ask her to do 
things,” she said.
Cascos said he is in favor of legal 
counsel conducting a workshop soon for 
the directors.
He said residents living in Cameron 
Park put up concession stands, have 
bingos, exchange cash and charge people 
for these services illegally.
“I don’t know what was happening 
with the money,” he said. “I think they 
were ad hoc nonprofi t groups, probably, 
but not offi cial 501C3’s that are licensed 
and can do all that. So there’s a whole 
litany of issues that we have at these two 
parks, and I think that [Jefferies Vega] 
having a workshop with the directors is 
a good idea.”
Precinct 3 Commissioner David Garza 
said providing notary services free of 
charge is illegal, according to former 
legal counsel Richard Burst.
“About a year ago, we had so many 
people coming in for notary services in 
my offi ce there in San Benito that I asked 
Richard Burst, ‘Look, I’m willing to pay 
for my secretary to get trained, I think 
it’s 135 bucks. She’s willing to do it, no 
charge, to whoever in the building comes 
around and get her trained,’” Garza said 
he told Burst. “He said, ‘She’s on county 
time, that’s illegal, you don’t do it.’”
With Garza’s comment, Cascos was 
convinced that providing legal advice to 
the commission and the directors of the 
parks would be for the best for everyone.
 “I know everyone has a good heart, but 
there are things that you can or cannot do 
with government funds and government 
facilities and government people and 
government time,” he reminded the 
commission. “The intentions are good, 
and until there’s a law that allows 
for good intentions, then, I think, we 
should follow with what Richard Burst 
recommended to Commissioner Garza a 
year ago.”
County
Continued from Page 8
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Exercising daily, eating healthy and 
practicing her willpower is what 25-year-
old exercise science major Dianna Rojas 
did last summer as she prepared for Flex 
magazine’s Bikini Model contest.
“The Flex magazine Bikini Model Search 
competition was one of the best moments in 
my life, thus far,” Rojas said in an interview 
with The Collegian. “Disciplined dieting 
and the many hours of bodybuilding and 
cardiovascular conditioning was not easy, 
but I was proud as I walked on stage and 
the announcer mentioned my name and my 
UTB student status.” 
Although she did not place in the contest, 
which took place Sept. 24-25 in Las Vegas, 
Nev., Rojas said she learned how her body 
responds under pressure to a reduced-
calorie diet.
“The experience was so motivational 
and challenging, I am convinced to initiate 
training more intensely to further refine my 
physique,” she said. “Overall, I couldn’t 
stop from smiling, as the energy there 
was so positive that I never felt anxious 
or nervous. I truly enjoy being an active 
and positive role model to young girls and 
women in the [Rio Grande Valley].”
According to the FLEX magazine 
Website, the 2010 FLEX Bikini Model 
Search Championships, presented by 
Gaspari Nutrition, is in its fourth year.
Held during the Weekend Expo at the 
Las Vegas Convention Center, the contest 
featured 88 women. Of these, 15 advanced 
to the semifinal round of competition and 
out of that elite lineup, five moved on to the 
final round.
The judging criteria are based on 25 
percent symmetry, 25 percent femininity 
and 50 percent body condition and overall 
beauty.
The results for this year’s competition are 
as follows: first place, Alexandra Zerega 
of Lakewood, Calif.; second place, Dayna 
Maleton of Lyndhurst, N.J.; third, Tatum 
Miranda of Studio City, Calif.
To prepare for the competition, Rojas 
underwent the “Transformation Challenge” 
in the summer, which forced her become 
more aware of a healthy lifestyle.
“Drinking one gallon of water a day, 
eating balanced meals such as carbohydrates 
and proteins, no alcohol, wake up at five in 
the morning to exercise,” she said when 
explaining the training. “In order to get to 
my ideal goal, I had to push myself to do 
the extra mile.”
Rojas trained with International 
Federation of Bodybuilding and Fitness 
Pro Athlete and cover model Monica Brant, 
who is at the top of the female fitness world.
Zelma Mata, chair of the Health and 
Human Performance Department at UTB/
TSC, said she is amazed by Rojas’ passion 
for fitness.
“[Dianna] shared with me that she was 
going to be competing in [the FLEX Bikini 
Model Search], and I congratulated her 
for training for it and for venturing out to 
compete,” Mata said. “She’s trained real 
hard for this competition and she can serve 
as a real inspiration for other students to 
exercise, regardless of the outcome of the 
competition.”
 Rojas teaches group fitness classes at 
the Recreation, Education and Kinesiology 
Center. She also is a personal trainer, 
focusing on Zumba, spinning, kickboxing, 
beach boot camp, pure abs and more.
Her next challenge is marathon running.
Rojas completed six marathons from 
2008 to 2010, participating twice in the 
Rock ’n’ Roll San Antonio Marathon and 
the Austin marathon. Others include the 
Rock ’n’ Roll San Diego Marathon and the 
New York City ING Marathon, in which 
she raised $2,500 for the organization Team 
for Kids, which fights childhood obesity. 
Student competes in Bikini Model search
By Rubí Martínez
Staff Writer
UTB/TSC senior exercise science major Dianna Rojas recently competed in the FLEX magazine Bikini Model 
Search Championships in Las Vegas, Nev. 
Courtesy Photo
Albrecht said. In contrast, she mentioned an 
instance where an undocumented student in 
Georgia was facing deportation after he was 
stopped for a traffic violation. Immigration 
issues in Arizona, Albrecht said, have had 
an impact on many sectors such as Mexican 
universities ending exchange agreements 
with U.S. universities as well as conferences 
and trips to that state being canceled.
Asked what made her become involved 
in the undocumented-student issue, 
Albrecht replied, “Their motivation and 
their passion is what started my interest 
and has continued to keep my interest in 
watching what these students are doing and 
being able to speak in these ways.” 
Aragelia Salazar, the international student 
adviser at UTB/TSC, said “The lecture 
given by Dr. Albrecht, I felt, was very 
compassionate, where the principal motive 
is to try to help the students that are in a 
difficult legal situation but are productive.” 
Iván Hernández, a sophomore music 
education major, replied: “I did not know 
that some illegal students were at college 
level or any education level. That was 
interesting for me, being an international 
student too, it was interesting to know.” 
Lecture
Continued from Page 7
turn other people away,” he said.
The 200-apartment complex is located 
between East Tyler and Jackson streets.
Belleperche and his brother, who also 
lives at the apartments, have encountered 
security problems. 
Price says a Brownsville Police officer 
patrols the complex regularly. 
“The gates were left open for months on 
end,” Belleperche said. “And just a lot of 
people would come in and have their way 
with buildings, and they would search the 
buildings, and if they found an open door, 
they enter and break in.” Belleperche holds 
Miller’s same concerns on maintenance staff. 
“I feel like it’s intrusive,” Belleperche 
said. “They should at least give you a heads 
up. Half the time, I’m walking around in my 
underwear, and the management, they knock 
for two seconds and they just open the door.” 
 Price says an information packet is given 
to residents when starting their lease at the 
apartments. 
The packet includes such information as 
“a review of frequently asked questions, 
talks about maintenance issues, how to 
contact us, office hours, our emergency 
line, complaints, customer service, how we 
handle things,” she said.
Asked if students have trust issues with 
the management when expressing their 
problems, Price replied, “I have no idea. 
There is no reason for us to be not trusted.”
She wants to remind students that La 
Estancia’s management has an open-door 
policy, in which residents can walk in 
without an appointment and express their 
concerns. 
Belleperche said he encountered issues 
with his key and filled more than one work 
order to get it fixed.  
“It can take a week,” he said. “I don’t need 
things immediately, but there should be some 
things that should be prioritized.” 
Price said management takes 24 hours to 
address a concern. 
La Estancia
Continued from Page 1
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Major: Electronics engineering 
technology
Zodiac Sign: Leo
What is your dream? “To be 
successful in life and to start a 
family.”
What type of music do you listen 
to? “I listen to all kinds of music.”
What’s your favorite song? “New 
Radicals, ‘You Get What You 
Give’.”
Do you believe in love at first 
sight? “No, I don’t.”
What is your best physical 
feature? “My eyes.”
What are you scared of? “Black 
widow [spiders].”
What movie do you watch over 
and over? ‘“Búsqueda Implacable’”
Who was the last person to tell 
you, “I love you”? “My mom.”
Do you collect anything? What? 
“My homework.”
Who is your idol? “My father.”
Do you prefer giving or receiving? 
“Receiving.”
What’s your lucky number? 
“Twenty-nine because I was born 
on that day.”
What’s your favorite snack when 
watching movies? “Popcorn.”
What was your dream job when 
you were a kid? “I wanted to be a 
penguin trainer.”
What was your favorite childhood 
videogame? “Super Mario 64.”
Free Association Quiz:
MTV: “Rock music”
Nintendo: “Donkey Kong Country”
Illusion: “Excitement”
Madonna: “La Isla Bonita”
New York: “Big city”
AlexAndrA GrAciA/colleGiAn
--Compiled by Daniel Beltran
Aries (March 21-April 19): Wherever 
you go this week, admiration will follow.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): It’s 
Monday and you are out of clean socks. 
Don’t sweat laundry, just buy more socks. 
Gemini (May 21-June 21): Office 
snacks are way too tempting. This week, 
wear your stretchy pants.     
Cancer (June 22-July 22): Stains are 
out to get you. Do not wear white and 
forget about breakfast in the car. 
Leo (July 23-Aug. 23): With the fall 
season coming around, you’ll feel the 
need to spend more time outdoors.  
Virgo (Aug 24-Sept. 22): Long 
rambling voicemail messages will be 
coming at you all day.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23): You’re a 
great multitasker, but you don’t need to 
show off in the car.     
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21):  If you 
haven’t found a use for it in over a year, 
throw it out--just throw it out.  
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Patience 
is usually not your best quality, but today, 
you are not yourself.                                                   
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You got 
the shine, so time to step it up! 
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 19): Test 
today! Good thing you are prepared and 
don’t have to run off to find a Scantron.     
Pisces (Feb. 2-March 20): This week, 
get your head out of the clouds and pay 
attention, especially when you are at the 




Aromatic incenses strike the senses 
even before entering the walled front 
yard of Atlantis Café, and the exotic 
décor inside almost allows you to 
drown out the live music coming from 
the showroom further in.
“So right now, what we’d like to do is 
support like people with music ability 
and kids that actually would like to 
play instruments, actually groove out, 
have a place to hang out and actually 
jam in,” said Roberta Dahl, one of the 
owners of Atlantis Café. “I think that’s 
important.” 
The atmosphere is certainly one 
conducive for music and just hanging 
out. Plastic lavender flowers hang from 
the ceiling and walls. Heavy wooden 
chairs, an Egyptian sarcophagus, plastic 
legs and a bust of Nefertiti are among 
the many noticeable decorations. 
Green tea lattes, cappuccinos, Indian 
lassis (a yogurt drink) and frozen 
lemonades of various flavors, such as 
pineapple and strawberry, are served at 
the counter where even more stuff sits, 
such as little stone elephants, crystals 
and rocks, which are also for sale. 
Smoothies of various flavors, such as 
peaches and cream, are also sold. 
Frito pies and taquitos are on the 
menu. And sandwiches will probably 
be sold, said George Samano, the other 
owner and Dahl’s husband. 
Because there’s free WiFi in the café, 
feel free to bring your laptop, iPad or 
anything else that lets you get on the 
Web to check your Facebook. 
You can kick back, relax, surf the 
Web and enjoy your drink or snack in 
the café’s showroom with the dark blue 
walls’ painted dolphins, fairies, Atlantis 
and mermaid as company. Tables and 
chairs sit in front of the house. 
And this is only the first floor. 
“What I’d like to see is the whole 
house go to different rooms for chess, 
cards and just the whole thing as a big 
playhouse,” Dahl said. “Just, you know, 
on each floor have something going and 
just turn the whole house into something 
where kids can come and groove out.” 
A library is on the second floor with 
bookcases practically covering all the 
walls in one room. The books range 
from Stephen King novels to copies 
of the Bhagavad Gita, a sacred Hindu 
scripture. 
Originally, the house, located at 15 
E St. Charles St., did not have three 
floors. Samano and Dahl bought the 
property about 35 years ago, fixing it 
up and expanding it. Before the couple 
moved in, though, it was St. Benedict’s 
Shelter, which was tied with Corpus 
Christi Abbey, Dahl said. 
“This would probably be in the ’70s,” 
she said. “Then it closed up because 
Corpus Christi Abbey kind of cut back. 
The monks got a little short on funds. 
And then, it was a youth alternative 
program with the Department of 
Justice.”
When Atlantis Café was Middle Earth 
Cyber Café in 2002, Dahl had received 
a grant from the Department of Justice 
that she used to start a youth program 
that taught kids newspaper and video 
production and silk-screening. The 
grant provided three years of funding. 
Dahl and Samano reopened about 
three months ago. Dahl was spurred by 
a neighbor who said Brownsville kids 
don’t have anywhere to just hang out. 
“Everybody wants to go to Austin, 
everybody wants to go to San Antonio,” 
she said. “Everybody sits here and says 
there’s nothing down here, and I’m 
getting sick of it, you know. We can 
have, you know, places where kids can 
hang out, and it can be cool. … We got 
a lot of local talent.”
Some talent that has performed there 
includes the local band Estraver.
On the evening of Sept. 25, Juan 
Solitaire, a UTB/TSC sophomore 
Spanish translation major, sang and 
played his guitar with a band member 
and some girls after having played 
there with the entire Estraver band a 
week earlier. 
“It’s making something real special 
for the community,” Solitaire said. 
“For young people that want to come 
and play music, I think it’s like the best 
place. So far, I haven’t gone to a place 
where people can actually go and play 
music.”
Olivia Reber, a Los Fresnos High 
School student, shared the stage with 
Solitaire. 
“I really do believe it’s relaxing and 
it’s a good place to express yourself and 
play and just jam out with everybody,” 
Reber said.
The Atlantis Café is open 6 to 9 
p.m. Tuesday, 7-midnight Friday and 
Saturday and 4:30 to 8 p.m. Sunday. 
Bring an instrument and join in. For 
more information, call the café at 621-
3520 or 640-4966. 
Atlantis Café: a whole world tucked away
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer
Atlantis employee Juan Gonzalez waits for customers during the jam session Sept. 25.
Michelle SerrAno/colleGiAn PhotoS
Olivia Reber (from left), Liliana Gonzalez and Guillermo Montelongo participate in a jam session, taking 
requests from the audience.
Frustración, ansiedad, e inseguridad 
de planes de pos graduación y la pérdida 
de oportunidades como internados y 
estudios en el extranjero son algunos 
de los obstáculos a los que se enfrentan 
los estudiantes indocumentados en sus 
vidas cotidianas. 
Teri Albrecht, directora de 
estudiantes internacionales y servicios 
de alumnos en la Universidad de 
Texas en Austin habló de estos temas 
el 27 de septiembre en su plática “Las 
demografía cambiante: Estudiantes 
indocumentados y sus experiencias en 
universidades americanas”. 
El mensaje que Albrecht quiere enviar 
al público es que “[Los estudiantes 
indocumentados] tienen la energía y la 
motivación y no dan por hecho su puesto 
en la universidad. El hecho de que sean 
admitidos y aceptados en su institución, 
ellos quieren demostrar que son 
estudiantes que pueden lograr el éxito 
en la cultura y entorno universitario.
Está estimado que doce millones de 
inmigrantes indocumentados viven en 
los Estados Unidos. California, Texas, 
Florida, Nueva York y Nueva Jersey 
son los estados con las cifras más altas 
de poblaciones de indocumentados, 
dijo Albrecht. La mayor parte de los 
inmigrantes vienen de Latino América, 
Asia y del Medio Oriente, ella dijo. Se 
estima que solamente en el 2008 había 
65,000 estudiantes indocumentados 
que estaban por graduarse de las 
preparatorias. Albrecht dijo que estas 
cifras podrían haber incrementado.
La lucha para pagar la colegiatura 
de la universidad es uno de los 
obstáculos que enfrentan los estudiantes 
indocumentados; la lucha se intensifica 
aun más cuando esos estudiantes no 
reciben ayuda financiera. Esto hace que 
ellos abandonen  la universidad por un 
semestre o un año para recaudar los 
fondos necesarios para continuar sus 
estudios. 
A los estudiantes les gustaría ser 
maestros, trabajadores sociales, o 
abogados y poder contribuirle algo a 
sus comunidades o a la sociedad sin 
embargo se topan con un muro al no 
poder tener la habilidad de trabajar 
debido a su estatus legal, dijo Albrecht. 
Ellos pueden ser miembros escondidos 
de la sociedad, temiendo que la gente se 
entere de sus estatus legales e informen 
a las autoridades.
Los estudiantes con los que habló 
Albrecht dijeron estar presionados para 
lograr el éxito, poner un ejemplo para 
sus familiares menores. Ellos no pueden 
estudiar en el extranjero porque si 
salen de los Estados Unidos no podrían 
regresar. Cuando navegan por el campus, 
los estudiantes indocumentados se 
limitan porque tienen la percepción de 
que ellos podrían toparse con situaciones 
en las que sus estatus legales podrían 
descubrirse. No pueden obtener una 
tarjeta de identificación, una licencia 
para manejar o un trabajo, cosa que 
algunos toman en vano. En UT, existe 
un grupo de defensa que puede ayudar 
a los estudiantes que se encuentren en 
esta situación. 
“Generalmente nuestros estudiantes 
indocumentados vienen a los sistemas 
escolares de los Estados Unidos a una 
edad muy temprana y descubren de 
sus estatus cuando ya son mayores”, 
Albrecht le dijo a un público de 50 
personas en el auditorio de SET-B.
Muchos estudiantes indocumentados 
inmigraron a los Estados Unidos con 
sus padres a temprana edad y llegaron 
al evadir los puestos de inmigración, al 
mostrar documentos fraudulentos o al 
extender su visita después de lo debido. 
Albrecht también habló acerca de los 
cambios legales que se han llevado a 
cabo a través de los años para permitir 
que los estudiantes indocumentados 
puedan asistir a las instituciones de 
educación universitaria. Inicialmente, 
la ley de Texas le negaba los fondos a 
los distritos escolares si matriculaban a 
estudiantes indocumentados. El caso de 
la Corte Suprema de los Estados Unidos 
de  Plyer vs. Doe en 1982 ordenó que los 
estudiantes indocumentados recibieran 
acceso a la educación de primaria a 
preparatoria. El acta de fomento para 
el progreso, alivio y educación para 
menores extranjeros o (the Development, 
Relief and Education of Alien Minors, 
DREAM, Act en inglés), el cual haría 
posible que algunos de estos estudiantes 
fueran elegible para una visa, fue 
rechazado por el Senado de los Estados 
Unidos el mes pasado. El acta habría 
aplicado a los estudiantes que entraron 
a los Estados Unidos antes de los 16 
años de edad, que fueran aceptados a 
una universidad o que hubieran recibido 
un diploma de preparatoria o GED, 
vivieran constantemente en los Estados 
Unidos por lo menos por cinco años 
y que poseyeran carácter moral. Una 
visa les brindaría beneficios como la 
autorización para poder trabajar y sería 
un camino para obtener la residencia 
permanente al graduarse de una 
universidad.
El  proyecto de ley 1403 de la Cámara 
de Representantes de los Estados Unidos, 
ahora el proyecto de ley del Senado 
1528, que  fue aprobado en el 2001 por 
la septuagésima séptima legislatura de 
Texas permitió que ellos pagaran las 
tarifas de residente en las instituciones 
públicas del estado. Actualmente Texas 
provee ayuda financiera, Oklahoma 
y Nuevo México proveen ayuda 
financiera limitada. Texas fue el primer 
estado en proveerle ayuda financiera a 
los estudiantes indocumentados.
 Algunas ciudades como Austin, 
son consideradas “refugios” para 
los inmigrantes, dijo Albrecht. En 
contraste, ella mencionó un caso 
en Georgia en el cual un estudiante 
indocumentado se enfrentó con la 
posibilidad de ser deportado después de 
que lo detuvieran por una violación de 
tráfico. Las cuestiones de inmigración 
en Arizona, dijo Albrecht, han tenido 
un impacto en varios sectores, por 
ejemplo unas universidades mexicanas 
terminaron sus acuerdos de intercambio 
con universidades americanas y algunas 
conferencias y viajes se cancelaron.
 Al preguntarle que la motivó para 
involucrarse en  el tema de estudiantes 
indocumentados, Albrecht contestó, “Su 
motivación y su pasión fue lo que me 
causó interés y ha mantenido mi interés 
para observar lo que estos estudiantes 
están haciendo y hablar de esta forma”. 
Al preguntarle de su perspectiva sobre 
la plática, Aragelia Salazar, consejera 
de estudiantes internacionales, dijo: “La 
plática que dio la Dra. Albrecht, la sentí 
muy humana, donde el principal motivo 
es tratar de ayudar a los estudiantes que 
tienen una situación legal difícil pero 
son productivos”. 
Iván Hernández, estudiante de 
segundo año de música y educación, 
contestó: “No sabía que hubiera 
algunos estudiantes ilegales al nivel 
universitario o a cualquier nivel 
escolar. Fue interesante para mi, siendo 
estudiante internacional también, fue 
interesante saberlo”.
Teri Albrecht, habla de los obstaculos que 
enfrentan los estudiantes indocumentados su 
plática en el auditorio de SET-B.
Mirtha E. CárdEnas/CollEgian
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Clasificación: Estudiante de último año
Fecha de graduación: Mayo 2011
Pasatiempos: “Ir al campo de tiro, montar 
caballos y pescar”. 
Actividades extracurriculares: “Participé 
en el programa Research Initiative for 
Scientific Enhancement  desde Primavera 
2010”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Ya tener mi 
doctorado y estar haciendo investigaciones 
en psicología”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Acabar 
[licenciatura] este mayo, ser aceptada en 
algún programa de doctorado en los que 
voy a aplicar y luego sacar mi doctorado en 
cuatro o cinco años”.
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 10 años? “Me 
veo ya con un doctorado y publicaciones en 
psicología”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? “Me 
gusta que en mi carrera los profesores en 
que yo trabajo son exigentes y tratan de 
que te superes… y el  programa R.I.S.E., 
un buen programa, te ayuda a que tengas 
experiencia en investigación, te preparan 
para que tomes el Graduate Record 
Examination y te ayudan a buscar puestos 
de interno”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los estudiantes 
de nuevo ingreso? “Si piensan de seguir 
sus estudios después de que [obtengan] 
su [licenciatura] que empiecen a hacer 
investigaciones científicas. Nunca es 
demasiado temprano para empezar a 
involucrarse”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los estudiantes 
para estudiar antes de un examen? “Que 
no lo dejen para el último, si en el plan de 
estudio está la información cuando tienen 
examen lean los capítulos aunque el maestro 
no se los pida y ya para la hora del examen 
ya tienen de perdido una idea generaliza de 
que es lo que va venir”.
--Recopilado por Rubí Martínez
Visita nuestro 
sitio de Internet 
en:
www.utbcollegian.com
  Los colores de la naturaleza
             MIRTHA E. CÁRDENAS/ COLLEGIAN
Alejandro González, estudiante de arte, observa y dibuja la naturaleza frente al edificio de 






Classification: Senior  
Sport: Soccer
Position: Forward
What or who inspired you to start 
playing the sport? “Definitely, my 
dad. My father always played with us 
when we were little. Later on, was the 
respect for the sport. When my dad was 
diagnosed with cancer, [the sport] helped 
me through difficult times.”
What’s been your best moment 
while playing this sport? “Being part of 
the Scorpions, winning the conference 
championship two years in a row and 
being part of it.”
Any embarrassing moments? “I 
actually tackled the Chick-fil-A cow. I 
was just messing around. I got caught, 
and I had to go apologize. I didn’t think I 
would get caught.”
What have you learned from playing 
this sport? “Commitment, discipline and 
friendships. I’ve learned to interact with 
all of the different cultures on the team. I 
have learned to be a winner in and off the 
field. Our coach has taught us a lot, and 
I am thankful for the opportunity he has 
provided me.”
What’s your favorite movie? “I like 
both of the ‘Goal’ movies. They are the 
most Hollywood-type of movies about 
soccer. I really enjoy them.”
What kind of music do you listen to? 
“Surprisingly, I like country. I like pop, 
the romantic kind of music. I like Reik 
and Sin Banderas. To dance, I like salsa, 
merengue, bachata and reggaeton.
What do you plan to do after 
graduation? “I would like go on with 
my soccer career for a couple of years. 
If I can’t, then I can use my respiratory 
therapy degree and work in a hospital in 
the [neonatal intensive care unit] with 
my brother, hopefully.”
--Compiled by Dayna Lee
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The UTB/TSC soccer teams are finally 
coming around. 
For the first time this season, the 
women’s soccer team cracked the NAIA’s 
Top 25 poll at No. 29. For the last three 
weeks, the team has been gaining votes. 
The team is also ranked fourth in the Red 
River Athletic Conference. 
Individuals are also receiving 
recognition. 
Goalkeeper Emily Michna was named 
RRAC Player of the Week for Sept. 20-
26 for her spectacular performance vs. 
Laredo A&M International University on 
Sept. 23. She had a total of seven saves for 
a Scorpion victory of 2-0.
“It was a really good game for us in 
Laredo; we came together as a team,” said 
Head Coach Nik Barjaktarevic. “It was a 
very good team effort. We were able to get 
our shots out; we were able to possess the 
ball. It has been getting better. … Now, we 
need to continue doing all of the things we 
have been doing.”
Barjaktarevic said the team had not been 
ranked in the Top 25 poll for the last four 
weeks.
“That really doesn’t concern us,” he 
said. “We worry about our next games, and 
the rankings will come on their own.”
Chelsea Maidment and Helen Wagstaff 
scored the two goals. 
The team travels to the University of 
Houston at Victoria at 4 p.m. Tuesday.
By Dayna Lee
Sports Editor
On Sept. 25, the men’s soccer team 
defeated St. Thomas-Houston University 
4-0 at the Brownsville Sports Park, despite 
the rain and the artificial turf. 
Players who scored for the Scorpions 
were Juan Nava, Aaron Guerrero and 
Fredrik Ekvall.
Nava scored twice, once during the last 
minute of the first half and struck again 
during the 70th minute of the game.
Guerrero scored during the 76th minute 
with an assist by Morton Benested. 
Ekvall scored during the 56th minute of 
the game with another assist by Benested.
Goalkeeper Juan Gamboa played all 90 
minutes of the game and contributed one 
save for the Scorpions.
“It was probably our best performance 
of the year; we moved the ball well and 
created a lot of chances [to score],” Head 
Coach Dan Balaguero said.
The men’s team faces the University of 
the Southwest at 3 p.m. Thursday on the 
REK Center field.  
High-five! Volleyball boosts ranking
By Dayna Lee
Sports Editor
Michelle Marques (left) and Ana Guerra attempt to block the ball against the Texas College Steers during their 
game Sept. 25 in the Manuel B. Garza Gym.
AlexAndrA GrAciA/colleGiAn
• See ‘Volleyball,’ Page 19
Scorpion freshman defender Padraic Ormsby kicks the ball away from a University of Saint Thomas- Houston 
player Sept. 25 at the Brownsville Sports Center.
AlexAndrA GrAciA/colleGiAn
The undefeated Scorpion volleyball 
team has another reason to be proud, 
making history. 
For many weeks, the UTB/TSC team has 
been ranked No. 6 in the NAIA Coaches’ 
Top 25 poll.
On Sept. 28, they climbed one spot to the 
No. 5 position. 
This is the first time that any UTB/TSC 
sport has received a Top 5 ranking since 
the university became a member of the 
National Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics. 
“It’s an accumulation of a lot of hard 
work that has gone into the season,” Head 
Coach Todd Lowery said about the new 
ranking. “The girls are doing what we’re 
asking, and it is exciting to be ranked that 
high.”  
The UTB/TSC Volleyball Team battles 
St. Thomas-Houston for the second time in 
two weeks at 7 p.m. Friday in the Manuel 
B. Garza Gym. The Scorpions will also 
battle breast cancer by making it “Breast 
Cancer Awareness Night.” Proceeds from 
sales of T-shirts and other items will go 
to the Susan B. Komen Breast Cancer 
Foundation.
The Scorpions (15-0) battled 
Southwestern Assemblies of God 
University last Saturday at Garza Gym. 
Results were not available at press time. 
Last Thursday, the Scorpions traveled 
to St. Thomas-Houston University, where 
they defeated the Celts in three sets, with 
scores of 25-14, 25-15 and 25-9 in a non-
conference meeting.
With this victory, the Scorpions have 
improved their undefeated standing to 
15-0 overall and 5-0 in Red River Athletic 
Conference play. 
Game statistics were not immediately 
available.
On Sept. 25, the team hosted Texas
 College, defeating the Lady Steers in 
three sets with scores of 25-12, 25-7 and 
25-14.
The game went quickly, and during the 
third set, Lowery substituted players freely 
throughout the game. 
Talita Milasauskas and Anna Guerra 
were unstoppable at the net. Guerra
contributed eight kills and two blocks. 






Rain, St. Thomas no match for Scorpions
Tamires Ferreira served the team well 
with 34 assists; she also helped the team 
with six digs.
Michelle Marques scored five kills and 
six digs.
Even though the first two points of the first 
set went to Texas College, the Scorpions 
quickly overpowered them after a serving 
error. In the first set, the Scorpions had an 
incredible play by Erica Chimak, Ferreira 
and Guerra. 
Chimak contributed a dig for the 
Scorpions, Ferreira set the ball and Guerra 
killed the ball to stun the Lady Steers. 
Shortly afterward, Milasauskas ran half 
court to attack the ball that Ferreira had set 
up for her and contributed a kill.
Danica Markovic was also a hitting 
powerhouse with six strong kills, six digs 
and one block.
During the third set, senior outside hitter 
Jacque Touchet contributed seven digs and 
two kills for the Scorpions.
Defensive specialist Anayeli Treviño 
picked up four digs during the third set.
“We played well,” Lowery said. “Texas 
College isn’t as strong as some of the teams 
we have played this season. We were able 
to play everyone on the roster, and they all 
did well.” 
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1401 East Washington Street
Brownsville, TX  
(956) 982-0445
www.talecrisplasma.com 
Monday:  8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Tuesday:  8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday:  8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Thursday:  8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Friday:  9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Saturday:  8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Earn $100 this week 
Donate your plasma at Talecris Plasma Resources to 
help save the lives of patients worldwide and earn 
up to $100 this week as a new donor.
Volleyball
Continued from Page 18
If you plan to spend a Sunday 
afternoon at the Recreation, Education 
and Kinesiology Center, you will be 
unpleasantly surprised. It’s closed.
At the end of the Spring 2010 semester, 
REK Center officials realized that Sunday 
was not a very busy day. 
“In the efforts of cost containment, 
Sunday was not a very busy time,” said 
Arturo Olague, Campus Recreation 
Facility and Safety coordinator. “The 
entire year we looked at our data, and 
there were hardly any times that our 
attendance [reached over] 60.  Closing on 
Sundays seemed like the right thing to do 
in order to save student [recreation] fee 
money.”
According to Olague, the savings 
are being directed toward expanding 
programs in the REK Center, hiring 
an aquatics coordinator and starting a 
lifeguard certification program.
UTB/TSC students are charged $79 per 
long semester for the maintenance and 
operation of this building.  Before this 
change, the Sunday hours of operation 
were 3 to 7 p.m.
“We used to have six sports per 
semester, and now we have gone up to 
nine,” Intramural Sports Coordinator 
Raul Cano said. “To be honest, I’m 
excited. I’ve been here three years, and 
we started with four events [per year]. 
We had a meeting with our staff, and I 
told them, ‘We are finally starting to look 
like a university.’ When I was here, there 
was no student housing, no REK Center. 
We have a calendar where students can 
choose [from a variety of sports].”
Asked how students were notified about 
the change in hours, Olague replied, “We 
advertised it on our Website and as well as 
at the REK Center.”
“When we changed into our summer 
hours of operation, we already had 
Sunday closed off,” Olague said. We 
decided to just keep it at that. … While we 
did reduce hours on Sunday, we expanded 
our hours on Saturday. We open at 10 a.m. 
instead of 11 a.m.”
One student does not have a problem 
with the center being closed on Sunday.
“Personally, I don’t go on Sundays,” 
said freshman international business 
major Alexandra Rodriguez. “I like how 
they are using the money for programs for 
[the REK Center], but on the other hand, 
I would have liked to have had an e-mail 
notification of some sort beforehand. 
If I wouldn’t have known any better, I 
may have wanted to go to the REK on a 
Sunday.”




6 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday-Thursday
6 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday 
Campus Recreation: 882-5967
Baseball combine
High school juniors and senior baseball 
players are invited to a Scorpion College 
Combine Oct. 17 at Scorpion Field. 
Registration begins at 8 a.m., and the 
combine begins at 9 a.m. The combine 
will be followed by a skills camp from 
1-3:30 p.m. The combine will provide 
student-athletes an opportunity to display 
their talents in front of college coaches. It 
will include running times, arm strength 
evaluation, general fielding evaluation, 
on-field batting practice session and a 
bullpen session for each pitcher. The 
cost of the combine is $25. For more 
information, contact Bryan Aughney at 
882-8293 or assistant coach Wade Pope 
at 882-6555.
Intramural dodgeball
Registration is under way for a dodge 
ball tournament, scheduled from 2 
to 5 p.m. Oct.15 at the Recreation, 
Education and Kinesiology Center.
Athletic games
The UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer 
Team will play against the University 
of the Southwest at 1 p.m. Thursday and 
against Texas Wesleyan University at 1 
p.m. Saturday on the REK Center field. 
Admission is free. For more information, 
call 882-8911. The UTB/TSC Men’s 
Soccer Team faces the University of 
the Southwest at 3 p.m. Thursday, 
Texas Wesleyan University at 3 p.m. 
Saturday and the University of Mobile at 
5 p.m. Sunday on the REK Center field. 
Admission is free. For more information, 
call 882-8911.
--Compiled by Dayna Lee
B r i e f s
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